BOARD OF ELECTIONS
July 14, 2026
The Nelson County Board of Elections met in regular session on Tuesday, July 16, 2026.  Present were Board Members Janice Hall; Kevin Clements; Captain Josh Greenwell; Clerk, Jeanette Hall Sidebottom; County Attorney Chip McKay; Deputy Clerk Jody Sandusky; and Deputy Clerk Audrey Bolin.
The meeting was called to order by Jeanette Hall Sidebottom at 8:32am.
In response to the letter drafted and sent out by the Board of Elections following the special meeting on June 30, 2026 asking the poll worker who raised concerns after the Primary Election to appear, said poll worker did in fact appear and read a written statement to the Board of Elections about her experience and concerns from that day. Poll Worker raised concerns over a dispute with another poll worker on election day, as well as concerns with staffing and titles at the polling location, and an issue regarding personal space. The poll worker also made suggestions regarding titles, alternating positions every 2 hours on election day, and asked that herself and 2 other poll workers remain together at the aforementioned polling location, but that the other 3 poll workers be reassigned. The Board informed this poll worker that they appreciated her taking the time to come in, and that they would discuss all of her concerns and take her suggestions into consideration as well, but that they cannot let the poll workers decide where they will work, or who they will work with. They also informed her that there will be more training, including respecting a persons personal space, for poll workers and deputy clerks alike and that the deputy clerks assigned to each polling location will be the ones in charge. The board also wanted to assure the poll worker that should a situation or concern arise that is not able to be resolved by the deputy clerk at the polling location, it should be brought to the attention of the board immediately and the entire election board will go to that location to confirm and resolve said situation. Jody stated that she would look into a statute regarding poll workers rotating positions throughout the day, but that the titles (Clerk, Sheriff, 2 Judges) are given by the state and cannot be changed. Josh Greenwell raised a concern that if the poll workers are changing positions and something were to happen later in the day, who would be held responsible? The Board clarified with the poll worker that once they make their decision, this matter will be closed. To which the poll worker replied that she knew a decision would be made regardless but that she just wanted to be heard. The board then thanked her again for coming in and bringing her concerns to their attention and the poll worker then left. The board of elections then asked to speak with the deputy clerk who was at that location. The deputy clerk was asked about the concerns that the poll worker raised, to wit the deputy clerk stated that she did not personally witness anything related to those concerns, but that there was tension and a dispute between the two poll workers. The board decided that the 2 poll workers who had the dispute, or tension, should be separated, but did not see any reason to move anyone else. 
The board also decided to make it a point at training that if there is a concern or issue, that it is brought to them immediately on election night, but needs to be made no later than the Friday after the election either in writing, or voice recording (to eliminate the he said/she said) to Jeanette or the elections office. If a formal complaint and decision is warranted, the board may ask that they appear before them at their next scheduled meeting. However, if nothing is brought to their attention by the deadline of the Friday after election day, they will consider the election closed.
Jody informed the board about the new election storage location and the tentative date for moving from the COBEC building to the room at the old Career Center, as well as some changes to consolidate the elections office at the clerks office. 
The board was also informed of legislation that removed a voters ability to use a social security card or public benefits card as a form of identification at the polls. The legislation also removed the election officer affirmation form SBE 72. These changes are in effect now and will be relayed at training ahead of the General election in November.
Jody & Audrey also showed the board the set-up maps they created, so there is no confusion regarding polling location setup. As well as a detailed duty list for opening & closing on election day and a Checklist for election night return. The hope is to streamline things and avoid the confusion of who does what.
The board signed the prior meeting minutes. 
By motion of Kevin Clements, 2nd of Josh Greenwell and ascent from all the Board, the July 14, 2026, regular meeting of the Nelson County Board of Elections was adjourned.
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