BOARD OF ELECTIONS
April 14, 2026
The Nelson County Board of Elections met in regular session on Tuesday, April 14, 2026.  Present were County Clerk, Jeanette Hall Sidebottom; Janice Hall; Kevin Clements; Captain Josh Greenwell; Deputy Clerk Jody Sandusky; Deputy Clerk Audrey Bolin; and Deputy Clerk Angela Pierce. We had a public visitor present, Susan Joy Lewis.
The meeting was called to order by Jeanette Hall Sidebottom at 8:32am.
All Board Members signed the prior meeting minutes.
The Board was informed that Precinct Officer assignments are complete and the list was passed around for review. It was confirmed that we have enough workers to maintain party parity with 6 workers at every location. There will also be a Deputy Clerk at all but 2 locations, and those locations will have a competent veteran worker assigned as point person. 
The Board was informed that Absentee Voting has begun as of April 4th. We began processing and mailing ballots as of April 6th. As of our meeting we had sent out 136 ballots. We gave the Democratic and Republican Board Members their keys to the Absentee Ballot Box locks. The board decided to begin processing returned absentee ballots at the next meeting in May to avoid the chaos of election day.
Each board member was handed an election school packet with notes and Machine Guides to review and use as reference on election day to help with answering questions and phone calls. The board can attend one of the trainings as well. We will be asking for volunteers among poll workers to assist with location setup. Our visitor, Ms. Lewis, asked if those poll workers will be compensated for that and let us know that she had no issues with being assigned to a new location and stated her long-time service as a poll worker.
The Elections office was informed that we would have to find a new location to store our election machines and supplies by next Spring as we will have to move out of the COBEC building that we are currently in. We wanted to make the board aware and discuss a potential new location and needs. Our goal is to be able to move into the new space after the General Election.
In other new business, Mr. Ayers filed his Local Option Petition Intent for the General Election in November since he missed the deadline for the Primary.
Our election night tabulation computer has been set by HARP and a copy of our zero report (showing no counted votes) was passed around for review. And it was discussed that candidates (or a representative) and the media are allowed to be in office to observe only on election night.
Electioneering was discussed briefly and stated that the elections office has measured multiple times to ensure no electioneering occurs within 100 ft of any door to the clerks office. We will also measure for the Civic Center and any Vote Center if needed.
By motion of Kevin Clements, 2nd of Janice Hall and ascent from all the Board, the April 14, 2026, regular meeting of the Nelson County Board of Elections was adjourned.
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